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Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK):
Founded in 1963, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
is a non-profit public higher education institution 
located in the suburban setting of the metropolis 
of Hong Kong (population range of over 5,000,000 
inhabitants). Officially accredited and/or recognized 
by the Education Bureau, Hong Kong SAR, The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) is a large 
coeducational higher education institution. 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) offers 
courses and programs leading to bachelor degrees, 
master degrees, doctorate degrees in several areas of 
study.  CUHK has a selective admission policy based on 
entrance examinations and students’ past academic 
record and grades.
Hong Kong is an autonomous territory, and former 
British colony, in southeastern China. Its vibrant, 
densely populated urban centre is a major port and 
global financial hub with a skyscraper-studded skyline. 
Central (the business district) features architectural 
landmarks like I.M. Pei’s Bank of China Tower. Hong 
Kong is also a major shopping destination, famed for 
bespoke tailors and Temple Street Night Market.

Location:
Shatin, Hong Kong, China

Requirements/Eligibility:
1.	 Sophomores encouraged to apply; must have at 

least 60 credits by program start date; seniors may 
not go in last semester.

2.	 Must have at least a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or 
above

3.	 Must be an undergraduate student
4.	 Must not be in graduating year (Engineering 

majors)

Length of Stay:
One or two semesters.

AUS Placement Availability and Likelihood:
Please be aware that spaces in this program may be 
limited, and the number of spaces available for AUS 
placements will vary from semester to semester.  
That means that sometimes, access to these spaces 
will be competitive based on your cumulative GPA, 
Essay, Reference Letters, and other considerations.  
AUS International Exchange Office (IXO) will try to 
accommodate your first choice placements wherever 
possible, but you should always list several programs in 
your application, in case space is not available in your 
first choice university.
Courses:
CUHK offers undergraduate level courses under the 
faculties of Arts, Business Administration, Education, 
Engineering, Law, Medicine, Science, and Social Science. 
Cantonese is the main spoken language in Hong Kong, 
but CUHK is a multilingual university, with English 
or Putonghua (Mandarin) used as the languages of 
instruction for many courses. 
Overseas exchange and study-abroad students can take 
most undergraduate courses.
At CUHK, one unit or credit is roughly equivalent to one 
hour of instruction per week. Most three-unit courses 
feature either three hours of lectures or two hours of 
lectures and one hour of tutorials per week. Students 
receive credits for all courses successfully completed, 
according to the academic standards of the department. 
All undergraduate exchange and study-abroad students 
will need to take a full load of courses, meaning 
between 9 and 18 units per term.

CAAD: No architecture courses offered.

CAS: Students are open to a wide range of courses 
offered. Courses are subject to approval.

CEN: The list of CUHK engineering programs accredited 
by the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers can be found 
at 
https://www.hkie.org.hk/en/quali/program_detail/36/. 
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HKIE is a signatory of the Washington Accord and 
programs accredited by HKIE are recognized by the 
Washington Accord. Students can take major or 
required courses at CUHK after getting their approval 
from the College of Engineering at AUS. 

SBA: The business school at CUHK is AACSB accredited. 
Students can take major or required courses during 
their study abroad semester after getting the approval 
from their Associate Dean. Business students can 
also take their general education, free electives and 
business electives (major and minor electives).

Course Restrictions:
Please check below-listed links for courses not open to 
exchange students.
http://www.oal.cuhk.edu.hk/files/incoming/course_
exceptions.pdf
1st Term/Fall:  http://www.tink.com.hk/oal/files/
incoming/course_not_open_for_iasp.pdf
2nd Term/Spring: http://www.oal.cuhk.edu.hk/files/
incoming/course_not_open_for_iasp.pdf

AUS Course Approval:
Upon getting the placement from IXO, students should 
plan on working on their AUS Course Permission Form 
and get their classes approved by the department’s 
designated approver for the courses that will be taken 
abroad. Upon approval, students would be provided 
with the grades required to transfer credits.  Students 
must achieve the minimum grade as indicated on the 
form to receive course credit (requirements for credit 
transfer vary by program). Each study abroad case is 
subject to approval.

Program Fees and Costs:
Exchange students pay AUS tuition fees for the full 
course load (12-16 credits) in addition to Student 
Activities fees. Any additional costs including housing, 
lab fees, meal plans, books and insurance will be paid 
directly to the host university.

Financial Grants and Scholarships:
AUS students on grants/scholarships must obtain 
approval from the Office of Financial Grants and 
Scholarships before starting a semester abroad at a 
host university. In cases where the AUS student pays 
tuition directly to AUS for study abroad, the student 
will continue to use their AUS grants and AUS-funded 
scholarships for that semester abroad. These students 
should speak with the Financial Grants and Scholarship 
Manager for more information. Students sponsored 
by an organization outside of AUS are responsible for 
making arrangements with their sponsor.

AUS Sponsored Students:
Students sponsored by external organizations that are 
in partnership with the AUS Sponsorship Liaison Office 
will be responsible for asking permission with their 
sponsor. A Letter to the Sponsor is available from the 
International Exchange Office. 
Please contact ixo@aus.edu.

Housing/Accommodation:
CUHK provides affordable and convenient on-campus 
dormitories to students. More information about the 
cost can be found on http://www.oal.cuhk.edu.hk/usap/.

Visa:
Students will need to apply for a student visa from the 
Hong Kong Immigration Department through the Office 
of Academic Links (OAL), their local sponsor, before 
coming to Hong Kong. It usually takes five to seven 
weeks for the Immigration Department to process a 
student visa or entry-permit application; therefore, 
students should submit their visa application to the OAL 
at least two months before the commencement of the 
orientation week.

Health Insurance:
International exchange students are required to 
purchase insurance. Students must purchase their own 
global medical insurance and personal accident injury 
insurance before they come to study in China.
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